
VILLAGE OF BELLEVUE 
REGULAR SESSION 

JANUARY 25, 2022 (TUESDAY) 
 
 

OFFICIAL MINUTES 
 

 
I. CALL TO ORDER 

 
The Village of Bellevue Mayor called the Village of Bellevue meeting to order at the Village Hall.  He 
indicated that an audio tape recording was made of all discussions during the Regular Session. 
 
 
The Meeting was called to order at 6:00 p.m.  
 

 
II. ROLL CALL 

 
Mayor Merriman asked for Roll Call Attendance to be taken by Mrs. Pesch. 
 
Present:  Trustee Aaron Lannert, Trustee Judith Wight, Trustee Martin Schuettler, Trustee Sandra 
Cooper, Trustee Leroy Wiseman, Trustee Jenny Wilson 
 
 
Also in Attendance: Mayor Dean Merriman; Lane Alster, Village of Bellevue Attorney (remote 
attendance); Steve Wilson, Village Public Works; Matt Raible, Village Zoning Officer; Theresa Noel, 
Village Treasurer; Susan Pesch, Village Clerk; Sharon Williams, Peoria County Board Member; 
Derek Roemer, Limestone Township Supervisor 

 
 

III. ACTION ITEMS 
 

A. Trustee Wiseman moved to approve the Regular Session Minutes held on January 11, 2022.  
Trustee Wilson seconded the motion.  There was no further discussion. 
 

Voice Vote:  All Ayes 
             Motion Passed 

 
 

B. Trustee Schuettler moved to approve the Bills for January 25, 2022 as presented.  Trustee Lannert 
seconded the motion.  There was no further discussion.  

 
Roll Call Vote: Ayes:   6 

                                                                 Nays:  0 
 Motion Passed 

 
 

*Item not on the agenda: 

         Mayor Merriman asked for a motion to spend the COVID funds on the repair of the storm water 
sewers in the Village.  Trustee Lannert made a motion to spend the COVID funds on the repair of the 
storm water sewers.  Trustee Wight seconded the motion.  There was no further discussion.  

 

Roll Call Vote: Ayes:   6 
                                                                 Nays:  0 
 Motion Passed 
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*Item not on the agenda: 

Mayor Merriman asked for a motion to purchase 8 replacement Christmas decorations and 25 flags.  
The total cost would be $7,000 for all items to be replaced in the Village.  Trustee Lannert made a 
motion to replace the Christmas decorations and flags.  Trustee Wilson seconded the motion.  There 
was no further discussion. 
 

  Roll Call Vote: Ayes:   4 
                                                                   Nays:  2 
 Motion Passed 

 
 

              
IV. PRESENTATION FROM THE AUDIENCE 

 
Mayor Merriman thanked the visitors in attendance and gave them an opportunity to address the 
Village Board. He asked all visitors to please identify themselves for the record.   
 
Village Business Owner, Tim Menefee stated that he had concerns with a property in the Village 
with people coming and going.  There is trash that has not been picked up.  Mr. Raible stated that 
he would send the property owner a letter.  Mayor Merriman said that he would discuss it with the 
Attorney in regards to securing it and closing it up.   
 
Village Resident, Ross Pesch mentioned that he wanted to discuss the COVID funds.  He stated 
that everyone is wanting to help the most people within the Village.  We need to think about the 
maintenance of the infrastructure and the culverts that need to be done for citizens.  The longer to 
address this issue, the cost is going to increase for the repair.  Eventually, the Village will have to 
raise taxes to help with this situation.  I would hope that you would consider this as a worthy way to 
spend the money.  Every business and every resident can benefit from the COVID money.   
 
Peoria County Board Member, Sharon Williams, informed Board members that she is running again 
on the Peoria County Board and present for politicking.  She stated that Peoria County is getting 
close with acquiring the Hanna City Trail.  It will be announced in a couple of weeks in the media.  
The purchase price has been secured with the Union Pacific Railroad.  It will be a three-way 
partnership between Hanna City, Peoria County, and Farmington.  Ms. Williams said that she 
wanted to talk with Mayor Merriman in regards to the nuisance properties in the area.  I have talked 
with Dean in the past.  Hopefully, we can come to an agreement and partnership to resolve the 
problems.  Derek Roemer is the new Limestone Township Supervisor.  Mr. Roemer informed Board 
members that we need to start a partnership between Bellevue, Limestone Township, and Peoria 
County.  The boundaries overlap quite a bit and relationships can be established. 
 
    

V. INFORMATION / DISCUSSION ITEMS 
 

A. Mayor Merriman reviewed the items on the Mayor’s Report. 

1. Dilapidated Property-Peoria County Board member Sharon Williams stated that a committee 
needs to be formed to discuss the nuisance properties in the Village of Bellevue. 

2. COVID Funds-Board members reviewed the options for spending the COVID funds. 
3. Next Village Board Meeting – February 8, 2022 
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VI. NON-AGENDA BUSINESS BY BOARD MEMBERS AND VILLAGE EMPLOYEES 

 
Mayor Merriman asked if there was any non-agenda business to be brought before the Board from 
either Village Trustees or the Village Employees.   
 
Trustee Lannert asked Sharon Williams how the trail was going to be policed.  It is very secluded.  Ms. 
Williams commented that she does not know how to answer that question.  Six months ago, these 
issues were addressed.  There was discussion between Board members in regards to the cost to 
maintain the trail that runs through Bellevue and the access points.  Ms. Williams stated that a 
committee needs to be formed.  The ATVs need to stay off of the trail.  Parking would also be an issue 
for the trail.  There is study being down to connect the trail to Wildlife Prairie Park.  We need to have a 
strategy to protect the homeowners.  Trustee Wilson stated that Hanna City is acquiring it but nothing 
has been done in Bellevue.  Hanna City does not have the issues that we have in Bellevue.  Trustee 
Lannert stated that there are dilapidated culverts that are collapsing.  Some areas are washing out.  It is 
a very tranquil area of the trail.  If someone gets hurt, no one would know about it.  Sharon Williams 
expressed concern about the Sheriff’s Department having troubles helping.  Trustee Lannert stated that 
there are gun shots on the trail all of the time.  Ms. Williams asked Board members to join the 
committee to represent Bellevue.  She asked Board members if they did not want the area that runs 
through Bellevue to be part of the trail.  Mayor Merriman commented that it would cost a lot of money to 
maintain with repair and infrastructure.  It would have to be policed and motorized vehicles kept off of 
the trail.  It will be the County’s responsibility to police It instead of Union Pacific.  Sharon Williams 
stated that the price has come down for the purchase of the railroad property.  The issues need to be 
addressed with the core group of people purchasing the property.  Mayor Merriman stated that Bellevue 
does not have the funds to maintain the new trail.   
 
Trustee Lannert asked if anything has been done with the estate of the house on Closen Rd. that had a 
fallen tree on the garage.  Attorney Alster stated that a letter was sent to the family in December.  The 
Board needs to decide what to do with it.  It is not on the agenda but can be added next meeting to 
make a motion to proceed with litigation. 

 
 

VII.  ADJOURNMENT 
 
Mayor Merriman asked for a motion to adjourn.  Trustee Lannert made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  
Trustee Schuettler seconded the motion.  There was no further discussion.   
 

Voice Vote:  All Ayes 
             Motion Passed 
 
 
                                MEETING ADJOURNED AT 6:53 p.m. 

 


