
VILLAGE OF BELLEVUE 
REGULAR SESSION 

FEBRUARY 8, 2022 (TUESDAY) 
 

 
OFFICIAL MINUTES 

 
 

I. CALL TO ORDER 
 

The Village of Bellevue Mayor called the Village of Bellevue meeting to order at the Village Hall.  
He indicated that an audio tape recording was made of all discussions during the Regular 
Session. 
 
 
The Meeting was called to order at 6:00 p.m.  
 

 
II. ROLL CALL 

 
Mayor Merriman asked for Roll Call Attendance to be taken by Mrs. Pesch. 
 
Present:  Trustee Aaron Lannert, Trustee Judith Wight, Trustee Martin Schuettler, Trustee 
Sandra Cooper, Trustee Leroy Wiseman, Trustee Jenny Wilson 
 
 
Also in Attendance: Mayor Dean Merriman; Lane Alster, Village of Bellevue Attorney; Steve 
Wilson, Village Public Works; Matthew Raible, Village Zoning Officer; Theresa Noel, Village 
Treasurer; Susan Pesch, Village Clerk; Tim Menefee, Village Business Owner 

 
 

III. ACTION ITEM 
 

A. Trustee Lannert moved to approve the Regular Session Minutes held on January 25, 2022.  
Trustee Wiseman seconded the motion.  There was no further discussion. 
 

Voice Vote:  All Ayes 
             Motion Passed 

 
 

IV. PRESENTATION FROM THE AUDIENCE 
 

Mayor Merriman thanked the visitors in attendance and gave them an opportunity to address the 
Village Board. He asked all visitors to please identify themselves for the record.  Tim Menefee 
commented that he appreciated the streets being nicely plowed from all of the snow.  He thanked 
Steve Wilson and Matthew Raible for doing a great job. 
 
 
 

V. ACTION ITEMS 
 

A. Trustee Schuettler moved to approve the Bills for February 8, 2022 as presented.  Trustee Wight 
seconded the motion.  There was no further discussion.  

 
Roll Call Vote: Ayes:   6 

                                                                 Nays:  0 
 Motion Passed 
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B. Trustee Wilson moved to approve the Hourly Wage Increase to $12.00 for the Village Zoning 
Officer.  Trustee Lannert seconded the motion.  There was no further discussion. 

 
Roll Call Vote: Ayes:   6 

                                                                 Nays:  0 
 Motion Passed 

 
 

C. Item removed from the agenda: Tire Purchase for the Bobcat. 
 
 

 
D. Trustee Lannert moved to approve the Authorization of Litigation Related to 4918 W. Closen Rd. 

and the house next door.  Trustee Wight seconded the motion.  Attorney Alster informed Board 
members that a letter was sent to the Closen Rd. property heir.  There was no response from the 
letter.  Mr. Wilson asked if the house next door could be included.  The homeowner does not trim 
their tree. 
 
 

Roll Call Vote: Ayes:   6 
                                                                 Nays:  0 
 Motion Passed 

 

VI. INFORMATION / DISCUSSION ITEMS 
 

A. Mayor Merriman reviewed the items on the Mayor’s Report.  

1. Next Village Board Meeting – February 22, 2022 

 
VII. NON-AGENDA BUSINESS BY BOARD MEMBERS AND VILLAGE EMPLOYEES 

 
Mayor Merriman asked if there was any non-agenda business to be brought before the Board from 
either Village Trustees or the Village Employees. 
 
Mr. Wilson informed Board members that Tom Schaefer resigned from the Zoning Board.   
 
Mr. Wilson mentioned that Peoria County has intentions of only placing a few barricades on the Union 
Pacific trail.  He stated that Peoria County wants to block off each end of the trail.  There was a 
potential meeting to discuss the placement of barricades.  Trustee Wiseman expressed concerns 
about Bellevue being liable.  It is the responsibility of Union Pacific Railroad to place all barricades on 
the trail.  Mayor Merriman stated that he met with Union Pacific and they have not done anything yet 
about all of the issues.  Mr. Wilson commented that Peoria County wants to shut the trail off at 
Maxwell Rd. and Kickapoo Creek Rd.  Trustee Lannert replied that issues continue on the trail and he 
recommended stacking the barricades.  Board members briefly discussed a liability issue with the 
trail.  Attorney Alster said that a liability issue was minimal.  Bellevue could get written authority with 
whatever is decided.  Mayor Merriman mentioned that the Village could speak with the engineer for 
help with the placement and location of barricades.   
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Mr. Wilson informed Board members that the Bobcat tire estimates were $1,138.00 at East Peoria 
Tires and $1,459.12 at Bobcat.  Trustee Wilson commented that it would be nice to keep business in  
Bellevue and support local business owners.  Mayor Merriman asked Mr. Wilson to speak with 
Bobcat in regards to lowering their cost for the tires.  Mayor Merriman stated that Board members 
could table the item until next meeting.  
 
Mr. Wilson stated that he had talked with the gentleman that bought the Tingleff property on Harmon 
Highway.  Board members discussed questions surrounding ownership, demolition, and possible re-
development of the Shar Inn property next to the Tingleff property.   
 
Mrs. Noel informed Board members that the $5,000 deposit was given to the Village as a check.  This 
would be paid right back to the company that issued the check.  There is a Crane Company going 
through Bellevue.  The check is basically a deposit in case something was to go wrong.   
 
Mrs. Noel stated that she is working with the Village Auditor.  There is an audit for the 2020 and 2021 
fiscal years.  She informed Board members that the IRS has been working with her in regards to the 
discrepancies from the former Treasurer.  The Bosch TIF (Tax Increment Financing) in 2020 had a 
negative balance.  Money was never reimbursed to the General account.  There was also one W-2 
for 2020.  There should have been 13 W-2 documents.  Form 941 was not filed in the last quarter of 
2020.  Mrs. Noel commented that she is working on a $7,000 error.  The money was paid but the IRS 
does not have the appropriate documentation.  They received the $7,000 payment but not the 
paperwork.  The accountant has all of the paperwork for 2020 and 2021.  She informed Board 
members that she is diligently working to resolve the issues and wanted them to be aware of it.  
There was also an issue with a missed payment to the Peoria County Sheriff’s Department.  
Payments were not made correctly.  There was a missed payment to the Sheriff’s Department in 
March 2021.  Payments sent to them do not match their records.  She stated that the Village of 
Bellevue, does in fact, owe the missed payment.   Trustee Wilson thanked Mrs. Noel for bringing it to 
their attention.   
 
Mr. Wilson stated that he spoke to the gentleman that owns the property behind Miss Daisy’s.  He 
mentioned that Board members need to begin discussing the properties that are not yet developed in 
Bellevue.  Mayor Merriman asked for a show of hands from Board members that are interested in 
discussing TIF fund availability.   Mr. Wilson stated that the property has not been rezoned yet.  In the 
past, the Village has given $70,000-$100,000 for buildings.  Attorney Alster commented that it is good 
for the Village and helps the developer.   
 
Trustee Wight inquired about the plowing at the Food Pantry.  She wanted to publicly thank the 
individual.   
 
Trustee Wight stated that she would like the old Christmas lights to repair.  Mr. Wilson said that the 
lights need to be completely rewired.  New Christmas lights have been ordered. 
 
Trustee Wight asked about the culverts.  Mr. Wilson stated that he needed to walk around after the 
snow melts to assess the culverts that needed to be fixed.  He informed Board members that the  
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paperwork was being completed for the EPA (Environmental Protection Agency).  Mayor Merriman 
would go around and assess the culverts.   
 
Trustee Cooper gave her condolences to Attorney Seghetti.  Attorney Alster commented that his 
mother passed away.  The obituary was in the paper.      

 
 

VIII.  ADJOURNMENT 
 
Mayor Merriman asked for a motion to adjourn.  Trustee Lannert made a motion to adjourn the 
meeting.  Trustee Wiseman seconded the motion.  There was no further discussion.   

 
Voice Vote:  All Ayes 

             Motion Passed 
 
 
                                MEETING ADJOURNED AT 6:53 p.m. 
 

 


