
VILLAGE OF BELLEVUE 
REGULAR SESSION 

NOVEMBER 8, 2022 (TUESDAY) 
 

 
OFFICIAL MINUTES 

 
 

I. CALL TO ORDER  
 

The Village of Bellevue Mayor called the Village of Bellevue meeting to order at the Village Hall.  
He indicated that an audio tape recording was made of all discussions during the Regular 
Session. 
 
 
The Meeting was called to order at 6:00 p.m.  
 

 
II. ROLL CALL 

 
Mayor Merriman asked for Roll Call Attendance to be taken by Mrs. Pesch. 
 
Present: Trustee Aaron Lannert, Trustee Judith Wight, Trustee Sandra Cooper, Trustee Leroy 
Wiseman, Trustee Ross Pesch 
 
Absent:  Trustee Martin Schuettler 
 
Also in Attendance: Mayor Dean Merriman; Attorney Lane Alster; Matthew Raible, Village 
Zoning Officer; Steve Wilson, Village Public Works; Susan Pesch, Village Clerk; Theresa 
Johanson, Village Treasurer; Peoria County Sheriff Watkins; Peoria County Deputy Cogdal; Brian 
Stufflebeam, Village Business Owner; Tim Menefee, Village Business Owner 

 
 

III. ACTION ITEMS 
 

A. Trustee Lannert moved to approve the Regular Minutes held on October 25, 2022.  Trustee Wight 
seconded the motion.  There was no further discussion. 
 

Voice Vote:  All Ayes 
             Motion Passed 

 
 

B. Trustee Lannert moved to approve the Bills for November 8, 2022.  Trustee Wiseman seconded 
the motion.  There was no further discussion. 
 

Roll Call Vote: Ayes:   5 
                                                                 Nays:  0 
 Motion Passed 

 
 

IV. PRESENTATION FROM THE AUDIENCE 
 

Mayor Merriman thanked the visitors in attendance and gave them an opportunity to address the 
Village Board.  
 
Sheriff Watkins informed the Board members that the Peoria County Board had a third party 
conduct a cost analysis.  The cost analysis reflected an overall increase with squad cars and 
overtime.  It is hard to find cops now because of the climate.  This translates into contracts  
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increasing.  Sheriff Watkins stated that he did not want to increase the Village of Bellevue’s 
contract by 100% and does not want to lose the contract.  The Peoria Airport has a different 
contract.  The schools pay 100%.  Both are treated differently from the Community contracts. 
Mayor Merriman commented on the fact that the tax payers already pay a portion on their 
property tax bill to the Peoria County Sheriff’s Department.  He asked Sheriff Watkins if this 
amount could be adjusted in regards to receiving credits for tax payers.  Sheriff Watkins 
responded that this was brought up by West Peoria and Princeville.  The Peoria County Sheriff’s 
Department is getting ready to spend $1 million on car cameras and $50,000 on a new squad car.  
Everything keeps increasing.  We have staff moving to Texas and Tennessee.  Trustee Wight 
inquired about having a third shift Deputy instead of second shift.  Sheriff Watkins stated that 
currently Deputy Cogdal works in the Village during 2:45 p.m. until 10:45 p.m.  Deputy Cogdal 
commented that second shift is the busiest time of the day, historically.  A resident expressed 
concerns in regards to the recent car theft in the Village of Bellevue that impacted her son.  
Deputy Cogdal responded that the car theft in the Village of Bellevue was rare.  Every 
neighborhood in Peoria County was experiencing car theft.  Based on the reports, second shift is 
the busiest time of day.  Sheriff Watkins said that if the cost of the contract was too much, 
possibly doing five days per week.  They receive complaints from the schools and have an off-
duty Deputy working to help with situations.  Sheriff Watkins informed the Board members that 
the shifts need to be eight hours.  Trustee Cooper stated that residents complain about not 
seeing the Deputy during second shift.  Sheriff Watkins said that the Deputy should not be sitting 
in one area.  Deputy Cogdal stated that an example to date is that the reports taken are at 424 
this year and it was 495 last year.  The reports reflect 225 just for crime alone.  Traffic reports 
have increased.  Sheriff Watkins said that he tries to be consistent with other communities.  All of 
the Deputies are in the Union.  Trustee Wiseman asked if individuals that are committing crimes 
are found.  Sheriff Watkins commented that the Detectives do a good job.  There are still a lot of 
unknowns.  Currently, Bellevue does not have issues with shootings.  Mr. Menefee stated that 
there seems to be a disconnect with Dispatch and the Deputies.  Hopefully, there will be an 
improvement.  Sheriff Watkins said that they are trying to hire new Dispatchers.  They are 
struggling to find staff as well.  He is comfortable with the improvements with the dispatch calls.  
Deputy Cogdal stated that if they are unable to call or respond, the Supervisor on shift will call.  It 
is controlled more now.  After looking at the reports, most of the crime reports are known 
acquaintances.  People are familiar with each other.  The crime is not coming from outside of the 
Village.  The Deluxe Park has calmed down.  Sheriff Watkins stated that there are kids from the 
city committing crimes on third shift.  Deputy Cogdal informed Board members that residents 
need to be aware of the legislation, court system, and the mentality of children.  They are 
becoming more dangerous.  Turn your lights on and do not chase individuals.  These people are 
becoming more unpredictable.  Sheriff Watkins commented that you will see more individuals 
trying to take the law into their own hands.  A resident commented that we need to protect 
ourselves as a community.  Trustee Wight asked if the Village of Bellevue could start a 
Neighborhood Watch Group.  Sheriff Watkins responded that it takes a lot of time to do this.  
Sometimes Facebook is good and can be bad.  Deputy Cogdal stated that residents need to 
communicate with each other and slow down when they are driving around the Village.  Brian 
Stufflebeam commented that he grew up in the Village and is concerned about his business in the 
Village.  He is worried about the new laws and the foot traffic.  Currently, there is not a problem 
with individuals going through the cars.  Mr. Stufflebeam stated that he wants it to continue being 
a safe community.  Sheriff Watkins stated that he would like to keep the contract with the Village 
of Bellevue.  Trustee Cooper thanked Sheriff Watkins for the information and his time with 
answering questions.   
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V. NON-AGENDA BUSINESS BY BOARD MEMBERS AND VILLAGE EMPLOYEES 
 

Mayor Merriman asked if there was any non-agenda business to be brought before the Board 
from either Village Trustees or the Village Employees. 
 
Mrs. Pesch informed the Board members that she did not put the Office Manager position on the 
agenda.   
 
Trustee Wight inquired about portable sheds in the Village.  Attorney Alster commented that the 
Village has an ordinance with language in regards to structures being attached to the ground.  Mr. 
Wilson stated that you cannot have carports or portable sheds.  This language is reflected in the 
ordinance.  Mr. Raible commented that Village residents are allowed two permanent outbuildings 
per property. 
 
Trustee Wight stated that a tree had fallen and damaged her neighbor’s property.  She asked if it 
would be the responsibility of IDOT.  Mr. Wilson stated that if it is on their property line, her 
neighbor would need to take care of it.  Attorney Alster suggested that her neighbor call the 
insurance company.    
 
Trustee Wight inquired about the remodel of 414 S. Main Street.  She stated wanting to protect 
the Food Pantry’s food and inquired about asbestos.  If there is asbestos, the Health Department 
would need to come in and inspect the building because of the Food Pantry’s food.  Mayor 
Merriman said they would have to place the food in another room during the remodel.  Trustee 
Wight stated that she was concerned about any asbestos during the remodeling of the building.  
Mayor Merriman said that the Food Pantry would need to be out of the building during the 
remodeling.  Trustee Wight stated that they would have to figure it out.  Mayor Merriman 
commented that Trustee Cooper mentioned donating $5,000 to the Church at the last meeting.  
Trustee Cooper responded that she stated that White Rose does an outstanding job in the 
community with the residents.  She pointed out that the Church does a great job.  Mayor 
Merriman stated that she asked for a donation to the Church.  He feels that it is already a 
donation to the Church by letting them use the building for the Food Pantry.  Trustee Wight 
commented that she wants to find out about the asbestos before the remodel.  Mayor Merriman 
said that the asbestos would need to be removed professionally.  The Food Pantry would have to 
move out of the building during this time.  A resident expressed concerns about the proper way of 
removing asbestos and all food items would need to be covered.  The Village would have to get 
this done.  Mayor Merriman commented that the building would have to be vacated during the 
inspection.  A resident asked Board members if they were willing to help with the Food Pantry.  
Mayor Merriman said that the Village could potentially sell the building to the Food Pantry.  Mr. 
Wilson commented that if the Village was selling the building, it would go to the highest bidder 
and need to go up for sale, correctly.  Trustee Wight stated that she is worried about the food with 
the asbestos.  Trustee Lannert inquired about blocking off the door to the area that is used by the 
Food Pantry and placing a filter by the cold air return.  Trustee Wight asked if the remodel could 
be completed after the contract was up.  Mayor Merriman commented that the contract with the 
Food Pantry is up in four months.  A resident stated that not running the furnace properly would 
put the volunteers at risk in regards to any asbestos in the air.  Attorney Alster stated that there is 
a lease with the Food Pantry.  The Village has an obligation to keep people out during an 
inspection, especially if there is a possibility of the asbestos circulating.  Mr. Wilson stated that 
they need to test it now and shut down the building.  Attorney Alster informed Board members 
that they do not have to vote on getting the building tested.  The asbestos testing could be 
ordered now.   
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Trustee Cooper inquired about the election and asked if the Mayor can appoint someone if 
another individual receives more votes.  Attorney Alster stated that it is the Illinois Statute.  We  
cannot override it.  With respect to a vacant seat, the Mayor has the ability to appoint someone.  
That is the law.  Susan has printed packets for individuals to pick up.  The Village Clerk needs the 
packets back and make sure to get a receipt.  Submit the disclosure to the County.  Bring the 
receipts to Susan.   
 
Attorney Alster informed Board members that the increase in levy was discussed during 
appropriations.  Board members need to make the notice today.  The levy has not been raised for 
20 years.  Trustee Lannert asked if the gaming tax could be raised.  Attorney Alster stated that it 
would not be enough.  It does not matter where you move it.  We do not want to increase the tax 
amount all at once.  It will not be a lot.  A Truth and Taxation Hearing will be scheduled on 
December 13, 2022 @ 5:30 p.m.  There would be a $4,000 increase on the levy.   
 
Attorney Alster informed Board members that he directed Susan to put the Office Manager 
position on the agenda.  The Village has talked about this for a couple of years now.  The Village 
cannot raise the Clerk’s salary.  However, they can create the Office Manager position.  The 
money has been appropriated for this position.  It would save the Village money to have the 
Office Manager doing some of the work that is done by the Attorney.  Trustee Lannert asked if the 
position was legal.  Attorney Alster stated that there is no problem and it is something that 
needed to be done.  Trustee Wight asked if this could be voted on now.  Trustee Lannert stated 
that it is something that is needed because of the time spent.  Attorney Alster stated that it will be 
added for Closed Session on the next meeting.  They would create the responsibilities.   
 
Mr. Wilson stated that the Village of Bellevue lost a long-standing Community member by losing 
Mr. Stufflebeam.     
 
Mr. Wilson commented that he would like to see the $5,000 spent on having a Community Party 
and have a band and food.  It could be something simple and easy.  Trustee Lannert stated that 
the Community needs it.  It would be a way to bring people together. 
 
 
 

VI. ACTION ITEMS 
 

A. Trustee Lannert moved to approve the Ordinance to Authorize Purchase and Sale Agreement for 
306 Starr Lane.  Trustee Wiseman seconded the motion.  There was no further discussion.   
 

Roll Call Vote: Ayes:   5 
                                                                 Nays:  0 
 Motion Passed 

 
 

B. Item removed from the agenda- Change Mayor Pro Tem 
 

 
 

C. Trustee Lannert moved to approve the Purchase of Diesel Fuel.  Trustee Wight seconded the 
motion.  There was no further discussion. 
 

Roll Call Vote: Ayes:   5 
                                                                 Nays:  0  
 Motion Passed 
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Item added to the agenda. 
     Trustee Lannert made a motion to re-zone 4801 Plank Rd.  Trustee Pesch seconded the motion.  

There was no further discussion.   
 

Roll Call Vote: Ayes:   5 
                                                                 Nays:  0  
 Motion Passed 
 
 
Item added to the agenda. 

  Trustee Lannert made a motion to acknowledge the $30,000 instead of the $26,000 on the taxing levy.  
Trustee Wiseman seconded the motion.  There was no further discussion. 

 
Roll Call Vote: Ayes:   5 

                                                                 Nays:  0  
 Motion Passed 
 

 

VII. INFORMATION / DISCUSSION ITEMS 
 

A. Position – Office Manager 
 
 

VIII.  ADJOURNMENT 
 
Mayor Merriman asked for a motion to adjourn.  Trustee Pesch made a motion to adjourn the 
meeting.  Trustee Lannert seconded the motion.  There was no further discussion. 

 
Voice Vote:  All Ayes 

             Motion Passed 
 
 
                                MEETING ADJOURNED AT 7:10 p.m. 

 


